
 

 

CHAPTER:  
THE PURITAN APPEAL 

“They say we are ‘Wahhabis’, rather we are 

Salafis and we preserve our religion and 

follow the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of 

His Messenger…” The Puritan Claim  

The puritan claim of the Wahhabi cult is simple. The 

Salafi way, as they would have you believe, is the only 

true and authentic Islam. Muslims who do not subscribe 

to their way – the “Salafi Da’wah” - are belligerently 

dismissed and maligned as the “enemies of tawheed” and 

the “people of misguidance and innovations”.  

Their claim to guidance hinges on the notion of a strict 

adherence to the first three generations [as-Salaf us-

Saliheen].  With this puritan appeal, many unsuspecting 

Muslims have been deceived into embracing the 

Wahhabi cult.  

The word Salaf comes from the trilateral verb sa-la-fa 

which simply means to precede, to be over, be past, be 

bygone. 1 Yet the noun Salaf, in its linguistic sense, is 

understood to mean predecessors, forbearers, ancestors, 

                                                      

1 Hans Wehr Dictionary, p. 422  



 

forefathers.  The Shar’i 2 meaning of the word, however, 

in terms of Islamic history and creed the term refers 

strictly to first three generations, who are known more 

commonly as as-Salaf as-Saliheen, i.e. the righteous 

predecessors. 3 

They consist of the Sahaabah,4 the Tabi’een, 5 and then 

the Tabi’ Tabi’een 6 Radiy Allahu ‘anhum, and 

according to an authentic hadeeth of the Messenger of 

Allah sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam they have been given 

the honorific title of being the best of generations. The 

Prophet sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam said:  

“The best generation is my generation [i.e. 

the Sahaabah], then the one after that [i.e. 

the Tabi’een], then the one after that [i.e. the 

                                                      

2 According to its meaning in the science of the Islamic Shari’ah 
3 Hans Wehr Dictionary, p. 423 
4 The Sahaabah, Radiy Allahu ‘anhum, are those believers who were 

blessed to meet, hear or physically see the Prophet sal Allahu 

‘alayhi wasallam. The closest to him are those who spent the most 

time with him and the last of them were those just saw him, even if 

it was once. The first generation ended with the death of the last 

Sahaabi [although over- lapping into the second generation] 
5 These are the fortunate believers that met the companions 

[Sahaabah] of Muhammad sal ‘Allah ’alayhi wasallam, even if it 

was for a brief moment. The closest of them took their knowledge of 

the religion directly from them, others merely saw them up near or 

from a distance.  
6 The Tabi’ Tabi’een are those fortunate believers who directly 

studied from the students of the Sahaabah, the Tabi’een. The third 

generation closed when then last of them died 



 

Tab’i Tabi’een Radiy Allahu ‘anhum]. After 

them will appear untrustworthy people” 7 

With this hadeeth being the vocal point of the “Salafi” 

call, we can understand why the claim to be a “Salafi” 

seems so appealing and so easily deludes the uneducated, 

naïve and the young, naïve and the foolish into the 

Wahhabi cult.  

Their very claim to being the saved sect and being the 

torch bearers of Allah’s divine guidance through 

following the Salaf leads one to believe that they truly 

have the product as advertised on the label.  One cannot 

help but allured by such an appeal. Especially true for the 

new passionate converts who wish to practice the pure 

Islam, without any adulterations.  

The Wahhabiyyah with their clever use of catchphrase 

da’wah, play on scholarly themes, combined with well-

rehearsed puritan piety is enough to exploit naïve truth 

seekers into thinking they have found the purity of Islam 

based on the “Qur’an, and the Sunnah”, and the way of 

the Salaf. Yet, behind all the well decorated places of 

worship; well-funded TV and media projects; top quality 

book publishing; abundance of free Islamic literature; 

                                                      

7 Saheeh al-Bukhaari, The book of the Merits of the companions of 

the Prophet sal Allahu alayhi wasallam, Volume 5, hadeeth no. 2 

and 3, also of similar import in Saheeh al-Bukhari, The Book of 

Witnesses, Volume 3, Number 820; Volume 8, The Book of ar-

Riqaaq, Number 437 and more 



 

well prepared da’wah centres and exhibitions; beautiful 

recitations of the Qur’an; long prostrations; excellent 

fasting; the sweetest of perfumes; pious thobes; lengthy 

beards soaked in pretentious tears; squeaks of grown 

crying men who sound like they have just reached the 

heights of a spiritual epiphany; we find that their call to 

the Salaf is not at all one that calls to the adherence of 

the Salaf us-Saaliheen, but a blind adherence to a select 

and very limited handful of Sa’udi approved scholars.  

These things alone can all too easily delude a naïve 

newcomer into thinking that they have embraced the one 

and only authentic Islam. Especially when one counts the 

eggs from this “golden goose” called “da’wat us-

Salafiyyah” to find that they have financially have much 

more to offer newcomers to Islam. Something that I like 

to call the “comfort pillow” as it offers newcomers much 

support and security after being abandoned by their 

family and their friends. If this comfort pillow was to be 

taken away, the naïve convert would think he is in the 

wrong place, and with the wrong group, and that Allah is 

punishing him. However, the naïve convert needs to 

learn well that the true path of Islam is all about struggle 

and hardship.  

New converts often carry the false notion that Allah is 

going to rain blessings on them from the heavens. Such 

as newly found wealth, wives, all the blessings one can 

imagine, paradise on earth, grapes served to them whilst 

servants massage their legs. This is not the case. Indeed 

Allah tests those who enter the faith. Paradise has not 

been made easy. Allah has said in the Qur’an:  



 

Do you think that you would enter paradise without 

being tested? 8 

Should a new convert receive such “wealth and 

blessings”, from the “generous” house of Sa’ud, it tends 

to makes the newcomer think the “Salafi” path has to be 

the aided path, the saved sect, etc! ‘Just look at how 

much money they have got! What a loving brotherly 

brotherhood! Where else does such fantastic da’wah, 

hosts regular paintballing sessions and has a weekly 

Pizza night? I must be in the saved sect!’ Yet, when a 

new convert stumbles on an item of truth, and realizes 

that all along he was lied to, the friendly face of 

Salafiyyah suddenly drops off to reveal their true 

ugliness. How lovely it was just to imagine you was a 

“Salafi” - whilst praising Allah that you are not a Sufi -  

and then, all of a sudden, you are feeling outcast, facing 

persecution and social boycotts, all because you 

happened to stumble upon something like Ibn 

Taymiyyah’s work which heavily defends the science of 

Sufism? Or when you start to realize that the 

organizations that have been translating your books have 

been missing major parts out purposely in order to keep 

you blind from the truth? The moment when you realize 

that in all the years of scholarship, the Salafi-Wahhabi 

cult only appeared in the eleventh century and, even 

then, was nothing more than the revival of the Khawaarij 

                                                      

8 Surat al-Baqarah, ayah 214 



 

with their over kill paranoia and fixation with other 

Muslims seemingly committing shirk!  

It is understood that one only wants to follow the 

Prophet, sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam, the Sahaabah, 

radiy Allahu anhum, and the best of generations that 

understood the Qur’an and the Sunnah better than 

anybody else. Which Muslim, worth his salt, does not 

desire this? Analyse closely, the billions of authentic 

Muslims all wish for the very same thing. They are not 

the enemies of tawheed, as the club house Salafi cultists 

wish for one to believe. They are not the modern day 

mushrikeen of Makkah, no! They are, in fact, your 

brothers in Islam, and the Wahhabi deception is to have 

you hold bad opinions against the slaves of Allah who 

truly follow Prophet Muhammad, sal Allahu ‘alayhi 

wasallam, and to make war against them.  

The Wahhabi cult spawns nothing but bad opinion 

towards the Muslims and it does not even spare the 

classical and traditional scholars of the past.  These bad 

opinions serve as the crux of their teachings. Fresh 

students of the Salafi cult, despite being unqualified, are 

taught to constantly dabble in character assassination 

under the pretext of jarh wa al-tadeel. I have personally 

seen newcomers to the religion start questioning the likes 

and authority of scholars like Imaam Abu Hanifah and 

belittling their status after a short study of Usul ul-

Hadeeth. There are fourteen hundred years of 

scholarship in which scholars dedicated their whole life 

to learning and you hardly hear them raising any 

objection towards the scholarship and status of Imaam 



 

Abu Hanifah. This style of character assassination is all 

rooted in the false notion that they have a monopoly on 

Allah’s guidance, and the arrogance of labelling 

themselves with the title Salafi. However, the label 

Salafi is just one big farce! After all, Allah has 

commanded us to be a Muslim! Nowhere has it been 

legislated to be a Salafi. Nowhere!  

The cult’s choice in calling themselves Salafis is very 

specific, and carries the underlying message that they 

hold the only true madh-hab from the first three 

generations. Their message is often seen in a number of 

their works in which the act of ijtihaad is encouraged as 

if it was the normal thing for any laymen to do. The 

argument is why follow men when you can follow the 

Qur’an and the Sunnah? Just forget fourteen hundred 

years in which the revivers of Islam have strived to 

compile and codify the sciences to facilitate for the many 

worshippers who are unqualified in the sciences. New 

Muslims are called upon to derive rulings from the 

Qur’an and the Sunnah despite not having any grounding 

in the ‘Arabic language, plus the other much needed sub 

sciences in order to derive an issue. They are told if 

there’s any problem, just open up the Qur’an and the 

many volumes of hadeeth and “Eureka”, the problem is 

solved.  

New converts are taught that following a madh-hab is 

akin to shirk as following the “rules of men” is exactly 

what the Jews did! By taking their rabbis and monks as 

Lords besides Allah! Therefore one must through the 

madh-habs “against the wall” and seek through mass 



 

volumes of ahadeeth for the most strong and authentic. 

However, how is a newcomer to know the difference 

between the grading of the ahadeeth? How is he meant to 

know the difference between what are authentic, good, 

weak, or even fabricated? Furthermore, just how is one 

to do this in the spare of the moment?  

It is at this point the newcomer is indoctrinated and 

taught to follow the works of Sa’udi’s self-proclaimed 

muhadith, Nasir ud-Deen Albani. In fact, newcomers are 

not taught to follow any of the true scholars from the 

time of the Salaf, but are taught to take from the likes of 

Taqi ud-Deen Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn Qayyim al-

Jawziyyah, Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab, ‘Abdullah 

Bin Baz, Muhammad al-Uthaymeen, Albani and other 

Sa’udi approved scholars.  More worrying, is that 

newcomers to the cult are forbidden – in a Jehovah’s 

Witness style blind following – to read any other books 

from any group of Muslims that is said to oppose them. 

Ironically, they are taught that the mass of Muslims that 

follow traditional qualified scholarship [Ar. Taqleed] are 

following blindly.  Despite the fact that all of these four 

imams and their madh-habs are not just guided and 

upright scholars, but all four are from the time of the 

Salaf, the “Salafi” always thinks he knows better with 

his claim “I just follow Quran, and Sunnah brother!” 

It is the four imams of the four schools of jurisprudence 

hold the true understanding of the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah. Their legal deductions are in fact the true 

“Salafi” understanding and the true “Salafi” madh-hab, 

since they are the agreed upon Imaams from the time of 



 

the Salaf. The mass bulk of Muslim orthodoxy, known in 

‘Arabic as the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah, have long 

followed these madh-habs for eleven centuries 

uninterrupted until the appearance of Muhammad Ibn 

‘Abdul Wahhab and the spread of his new doctrine.  

Even though Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab appeared 

in the 11th century after Hijrah, the Wahhabi cult did not 

take on the name “Salafis” until the 14th century, 1970 to 

be approx. Imaam Taqi ud-Deen Ibn Taymiyyah never 

referred to himself as a “Salafi”, he said:  

“The sincere truth which has no falsehood in it is 

with the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah and this is 

well-known when tracing the many creeds and 

principles” 9 

There is not one statement of Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul 

Wahhab calling himself a Salafi. As seen, we find they 

claimed to be Sunni by using the legislated term “Ahl us-

Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah”. A term that was derived from 

the hadeeth and used by Ibn Abbas to refer to the saved 

sect [Ar. Firaqat un-Naajiyah]. 10  

Other legislated terms that are evident from the Sunnah 

are, at-Taa’ifah al-Mansurah, i.e. the aided group; and 

Ahl ul-Hadeeth wa al-Athaar, i.e. the people of hadeeth 

and narrations. All of these terms existed within the 
                                                      

9 Ibn Taymiyyah, Tareeq ul-Wusul ila al-Ibn al-Ma’mul, p. 22  
10 See Tafseer Ibn Katheer  



 

Salaf and were used synonymously throughout history to 

refer to the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. There exists 

not one evidence that the Salaf, or the many scholars that 

followed them. ever called themselves Salafis, 

Salafiyyah, or Salafioon. Thus, the term “Salafi”, in the 

past fourteen centuries of Islam, has never been used as a 

synonym for the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah.  

The Title Salafi Historically Inconsistent  

The word Salafi cannot apply to anybody of this age. 

There is no such thing as the Salafi madh-hab in this 

time. The term Salaf strictly refers to the first three 

generations. The term used for anybody who came after 

their time is Khalaf. So those who call themselves 

Salafis today are in fact Khalafis, like any one of us. The 

claim to Salafism is historically inconsistent and would 

be committing the fallacy of anachronism.  

The term is again to be found historically inconsistent 

simply due to the fact that the term Salafi was not used 

as a legislated term by any traditional scholar throughout 

history. The simple fact is no Sunni scholar ever referred 

to themselves as Salafis. They did not call their schools 

“Madrassat us-Salafiyyah”, nor did they call their 

masjids “Masjid as-Salafiyyah”, nor did they call their 

publishing “Kutub as-Salafiyyah, nor did they call their 

da’wah “Da’wat us-Salafiyyah”. In the history of Islam 

this has never happened and is nothing but a modern 

phenomenon. What the scholars of the Ahl us-Sunnah 

did, however, is describe the correct position by 

concluding in their speech “this was the way of the 



 

Salaf” and “this is what the Salaf were upon”. This was 

to simply to denote that the position of the Salaf – the 

first three generations – is the most guided position 

because they were the best in knowledge and piety.  

In this modern age, the term Salafi has become a novelty 

term and the sickness within brandishing this title is to 

distinguish themselves from other Muslims with the 

puritan claim. This is what their claim is all about. 

Nothing more than a form of braggadocio to claim they 

are upon the one and only true minhaj and any other way 

is deviant. Yet nowhere in the texts has Allah or His 

Messenger, sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam, commanded 

that any Muslim should be a “salafi” or hinged guidance 

upon being a “Salafi”. So why call themselves Salafi and 

not Muslim? Is it not enough to be a Muslim? The title 

Salafi has no basis within the texts. Allah calls to be a 

Muslim! Allah in many places of the Qur’an commanded 

the believers to call themselves Muslims.  

“You who believe! Fear Allah as He should be 

feared, and do not die except as Muslims” 11 

We can clearly see that Allah commands the believers to 

die as Muslims. Nothing is said about dying as “Salafis”. 

Therefore, Muslim, without any doubt, is a legislated 

term, and Salafi is not.  
                                                      

11 Surat Ali Imraan, ayah 102  

 



 

We also find the command to adhere to the Sunnah and 

the Jamaa’ah. Hence, the term Ahl us-Sunnah wal-

Jamaa’ah is also a legislated term, and this is how this 

term has been understood throughout history. The 

scholars have given these legislated terms their seal of 

approval by consistently using them throughout the 

centuries. The title Salafi, on the other hand, lacks the 

consistency of usage throughout history. It lacks the seal 

of approval as a legislated term as it was never used in as 

a noun in the history of Islam. Salafi is, therefore, a new 

term. Safer than safe to say, an innovation. It was only 

re-introduced just over a hundred years ago by 

Muhammad ‘Abduh, and then “high-jacked” by Saudis 

in the early 1970’s to denote the minhaj of Muhammad 

Ibn ‘Abdil Wahhab. Therefore “Salafism” is nothing 

more than a reincarnation of Wahhabism.  

To add further, the term Salafi is not even a regular 

noun, it is “ism nisbee” or “nisbaa” which is an 

ascription. The word had only been used by the Prophet 

– sal Allahu alayhi wasallam, in his advice to his 

daughter, Faatimah, radiy Allahu ‘anhaa, in a descriptive 

manner and was not used as a title. Therefore, when a 

Wahhabi claims that the term Salafi is a legislated term 

under the pretext that the Prophet, sal Allahu ‘alayhi 

wasallam, used it, know that his claim is false.  

The Prophet, sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam said to his 

daughter Faatimah, radiy Allahu ‘anhaa: “Ni’mah Salaf 

ana laki – I am the best predecessor to you” he merely 

used it to describe himself, and not the saved sect as the 

Wahhabiyyah would have you believe. The term Salafi is 



 

bid’ah as none of the Sahaabah, Tabi’een, Tabi’ Tabieen 

took the understanding that even they – the Salaf – were 

to call themselves Salafis even though they would have 

been the most suitable and befitting people to have called 

themselves such. Despite this, none of them ever referred 

to themselves as Salafi using the hadeeth “Ni’mah Salaf 

ana Laki” as a supporting evidence.  

                                                                                      

The Wahhabiyyah also brandish a quotation from Imaam 

adh-Dhahabi, expecting you to believe that the statement 

was originally made by ad-Daraqutni. The quote is as 

follows:  

“Imam ath-Thahabi said: "It is authentically related 

from ad-Daraqutni (a scholar from approximately 

1,000 years ago) that he said: There is nothing 

more despised by me than 'ilmul-kalaam 

(innovated speech and rhetoric). Then he said: No 

person should ever enter into 'ilmul-kalaam, nor 

argumentation (i.e. Philosophy)... Rather, he 

should be Salafi (a follower of the Salaf)."12 

The author of the book and translator of this passage 

wants you to believe that all of the quotation belongs to 

ad-Daraqutni. However, when we analyze the statement, 

we find that the words Belong to Imaam adh-Dhababi:  

                                                      

12 The Wahhabi Myth by Haneef James Oliver. The ‘Arabic work he 

is quoting from is called Siyar A'laamun-Nubalaa' (16/457) 



 

“No person should ever enter into 'ilmul-kalaam, 

nor argumentation (i.e. Philosophy)... Rather, he 

should be Salafi (a follower of the Salaf)."  

The translator of this statement has put a very deceptive 

spin on the paragraph. The translator hopes that the 

reader will lean towards the understanding that it was 

Daraqutni who used the term Salafi. Not only this, but 

“Rather, he should be a Salafi” is another suspicious 

translation that is intended to mislead the readers.  

Imaam adh-Dhahabi is saying “Rather, he should be a 

follower of the Salaf” in terms of avoiding speculative 

theology when it comes to creed. This is not at all a 

supportive evidence to call anybody a Salafi. Imaam 

adh-Dhahaabi, rahimahullah, did not suffix the title 

Saalfi to his name and with him having making this 

statement but not practicing as the people who wished to 

be called Salafi practice, demonstrates the fallaciousness 

of their twisted understanding in this regard.  

The only time we find the term Salafi or Salafi’oon 

being used as a title – before modern age - was by a 

misguided cult that had dissented from the Hanbali 

madh-hab. A cult which Imaam ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn al-

Jawzi single handily buried with a hefty refutation. 13 Ibn 

al-Athir also mentions this group where he said "And a 

group were known by this ascription." He did not mean 

by this a group from Muslim orthodoxy. He meant it in a 

                                                      

13 Abu Zahrah al-Azhari, Tareekh al-Madhaahib al-Islamiyyah 



 

blameworthy context. This group quickly became 

forgotten, never to be mentioned again.  

THE SALAFI CHALLENGE  

One thing we can agree on is the guidance and adherence 

to the first three generations. There is no debate in this 

fact. We can deduce and agree from the mentioned 

hadeeth that the Salaf are the very bedrock of knowledge 

and understanding, as many from the first generation 

were witness to the Prophet, sal Allahu ‘alayhi wasallam, 

and the revelation. Then those who witnessed the 

companions, and so forth. Therefore, they are the most 

qualified in the understanding of this deen. Yet after 

them we are explicitly told to stick to the Sunnah, 

Jamaa’ah, and the al-As-Sawaad ul-Azam. How exactly 

do we know what and where the Jamaa’ah is?  

 

The answer is we look for the revivers that appear in 

each century, as according to the hadeeth they will 

reestablish the Sunnah and refute anything which is 

innovations.  

 

We can also agree on the following hadeeth in which the 

Holy Prophet sal Allahu alayhi wasallam said: 

 

“Allah will send a reviver every hundred years”  

 

Also:  

 

“This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy 

ones of every generation, they will expel from it any 



 

alteration by those going beyond bounds, the false 

claims of liars, and the false interpretations of the 

ignorant.” 14 

 

We can deduct the fact that in each century of Islam, 

after the Salaf, Allah’s religion will be safeguarded and 

innovations will be refuted by a reviver that will appear. 

Here stands the test, as if there are revivers in each 

century, then there will be a consistent chain of scholars, 

each saying the same thing. This presents a great 

problem for those who call themselves Salafis.  

 

Can they face the challenge of producing a scholar from 

each century who agreed that tawassul through the 

Prophets and righteous, dead or living is complete shirk? 

Or that it was permissible to spill the blood of any 

Muslim found “calling upon other than Allah”? Can they 

produce a scholar from each century that said the mawlid 

was haraam, or that the following of one of the four 

madh-habs is bid’ah and at times shirk?  

 

If “Salafis” could prove that the reviver of each century 

was in complete agreement with the views shared by Ibn 

Taymiyah and Muhammad b. ‘Abdul Wahhab then their 

purity claim of being “Salafis” would stand true.  

 

However, if they cannot produce such a scholar from 

each century the “Salafis” claim of purity falls and one 

                                                      

14 Mishkaat ul-Masaabeeh, hadeeth no. 248 



 

can only conclude that they do not follow the Qur’an and 

the Sunnah as it was revealed and understood to the 

Prophet, sal Allahu alayhi wasallam, the Sahaabah and 

the rest of the Salaf, radiy Allahu ‘anhum. 

 


